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by people who cannot afford a shugduf. Many travellers ride on top of their baggage, which is really the most comfortable way of all. A few have proper riding camels and saddles, but so slow is the pace of the caravan that there is no real advantage in this.
The luggage is so arranged that the weight is distributed evenly on either side of the camel's back. Boxes are usually sewn up in sacking covers and roped together, so that it is practically impossible to get at them till the end of the journey.
We were aroused at daybreak by the artillery practice, to which we had by now become so accustomed that we hardly noticed it. Great confusion of course prevailed at first, but in a wonderfully short time, all considered, the camels were loaded up, and we were able to move off. We left the town by the northern gate, and halted outside while the line of march was arranged.
The camels are the property of Bedou Arabs who make their living by letting them out for hire, and conducting them on the road. There is a regular organization among them, supervised by the Government. There is a fixed scale of charges annually agreed upon, which may not be exceeded except in extraordinary circumstances. In each town there are sheikhs responsible to the local authority for a certain number of camels and men. These sheikhs issue tickets to the pilgrims which are collected at the other end and serve as proof of their safe arrival. Complaints as to bad camels or misbehaviour on the part of their conductors are made through the same channel. These arrangements reflect no little credit on the Turkish administration, and have done much to dimmish abuses. This particular year, however, they counted for very little, owing to the chaos caused by the disturbances in progress.
The big caravans in ordinary years, more especially the one convoying the mahmal to Mecca, are very well organized. They have a large escort with guns, scouts out by day, and outposts at night. A proper market is established every evening in the middle of the camp, where food and firewood are sold according to an approved tariff. A magistrate tries and punishes criminals on the spot, and decides disputes. Any pilgrim